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Dementia is a clinical syndrome caused by neurodegeneration and characterized by irreversibly
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progressive cognitive deterioration and impaired function of independent daily living. Alzheimer’s
disease (AD) is the most important dementia syndromes. In Asia developing countries, including
Taiwan, the prevalence of dementia in 65 years old and older was 3% to 10%, and the prevalence of
AD was 2% to 5% previously. However, Asia’s societies are rapidly aging in tandem with global
trends: there was in 2010 an estimated 760 million elderly (> 60 years), 11% of the total global
population. This number is projected to double to 1.4 billion in 2030 and triple to 2 billion in 2050
(16.5% and 22% of the total global population respectively). Recently, a nationwide survey of mild
cognitive impairment (MCI) and dementia in Taiwan showed the age-adjusted prevalence of
all-cause dementia was 8.04% (95% CI 7.47-8.61), including a 3.25% (95% CI 2.89-3.61)
prevalence of very mild dementia; that of MCI was 18.76% (95% CI 17.91-19.61). The concept and
procedure of dementia diagnosis is essential for clinical physicians. In this talk, I will introduce the
screening, diagnosis and treatment of dementia.
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The general surgery department of Taichung veterans general hospital began to develop Da Vinci
surgery in 2011. By December 2021, 329 operations had been completed, including pancreas
surgery, liver surgery, biliary tract surgery, gastric cancer resection and thyroid surgery. 180
pancreatic surgery has been completed. Pancreatic surgery is the focus of development because the
pancreas is located deep in the abdominal cavity, and usually requires a large wound to perform the
operation. After the tumor on the head of the pancreas is removed, the digestive tract needs to be
reconstructed: including pancreaticojejunostomy, hepaticojejunostomy and duodenojejunostomy.
All are required precise sutures. So pancreatic operation is very suitable for robotic surgery.
Pancreatic cancer in Taiwan mostly occurs between the ages of 40 and 70, and the incidence of
males is 1.15-1.16 times that of females. According to the National Health Administration's Cancer
Registration Report, the number of pancreatic malignant tumor cases accounted for 2.08% of all
malignant tumor cases, and the number of deaths accounted for 4.18% of all malignant tumor
deaths in 2016. Incidence was ranked 13th in men and 13th in women; mortality was ranked 8th in
men and 5th in women. A total of 2,202 people were diagnosed with pancreatic cancer for the first
time in 2016, accounting for 6.00% of the digestive organs and peritoneal cases; a total of 1,996



people died of pancreatic cancer that year.

The poor prognosis of pancreatic cancer is mainly due to the lack of early symptoms and screening
tools, difficult diagnosis, difficult pancreatic surgery with many complications, and limited progress
in chemotherapy. The overall 5-year survival rate of pancreatic cancer is less than 5%. 20% of
pancreatic cancer patients can receive surgery when they are first diagnosed, and only 5 to 25% of
the patients who can be operated can survive for more than 5 years. Most of the pancreatic cancers
are asymptomatic in the early stage. When the tumor grows to a certain extent, there will be
non-specific symptoms such as abdominal pain and even back pain.

Still, surgical resection is currently the only way to have a chance of curing pancreatic cancer.
Pancreatic cancers can be surgically removed if they do not have distant metastases or extensive
vascular invasion. Da Vinci's robotic arm can imitate human hands to complete operations,
requiring only a few small wounds to replace the large wounds of traditional surgery, and patients
can return to daily life or receive chemotherapy as soon as possible. The use of Da Vinci to assist
pancreatic surgery is a great boon for patients.



